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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Johnson et al. 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,553,336; hereinafter referred to as Johnson). Johnson discloses a remote 
monitoring system includes transducers, a transducer control module, a communications device, a 
monitoring system and end-user display terminals. The transducers are disposed on the property 
and/or equipment in a manner to measure specific characteristics or parameters and communicate 
with the transducer control module via a wireless communication protocol. The transducer 
control module receives and analyzes transducer measurements and detects alarm conditions. 
The transducer control module communicates with the monitoring system via a wide area network 
and the communications device. The monitoring system receives, stores and analyzes information 
received from the transducer control module and reports the information to the end-user terminals 
via a wide area network, such as the Internet, in response to user requests (Please see the abstract). 

In regard to claim 6, Johnson discloses a distributed control and monitoring system 
comprising an emission monitoring system coupleable to various objects, property or equipment 
(i.e. a fossil fuel engine and an electric generator; see column 25 lines 26-30), the emission 
monitoring system for acquiring emission monitoring data (please see column 26 item #28); and a 
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remote access node coupled to the emission monitoring system through a computer network, the 
node allowing remote access to the device output. 

In regard to claim 7, a remote monitoring and control node is not disclosed in exact terms, 
but this node would have to exist in order for the monitoring system to work as disclosed, and 
therefore this limitation is deemed obvious. 

In regard to claim 8, the abstract discloses that the system detects alarm conditions. 

In regard to claims 9-12, Johnson discloses that his smart remote monitoring system and 
method can detect various conditions and parameters from various devices and communicate 
these conditions, and parameters to remote users, which would meet the limitations of the claims. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. The examiner has cited various documents that were not relied upon for the rejection 
but are deemed relevant to the general state of the art if the present invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Rodney T. Frank whose telephone number is (571) 272-2193. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am -5:30p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Hezron E. Williams can be reached on (571) 272-2208. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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